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JLTLAUTA CAMPAIGN.

Masterly Monographs From a Trench-

ant Pen,

KEBEL FAILURES.

Gen. Stephen D. Lee Takes
Hood's Former Corps and

Faces an Old Comrade.

WONDERFUL DEFENSE.

First Battle in Howard's Com-

mand of the Army of
the Tennessee.

iBr

'"QrDrU 0is oi
Major-Gencra- l.

XV1H.-EZ- RA CHDRCIT (continued).
IETJT.-GEN- .
Stephen D. Lee,
who had been a
classmate of mine
at "West Point and
a comrade in the
Spring of 1857 in a
Florida campaign,
was assigned by the
Richmond Govern-

ment to command
the army corps
which had been led
by Hood before his

promotion. Lee's assumption of his com-

mand was of the same date as mine; that
is, the 27th of July, 1 SG4. Hood, as soon
as he divined Sherman's design of threat-
ening his line of supply from the left
instead of the right (east of Atlanta),
as heretofore, meditated a )lan of resist-

ance similar to that in his last battle.
Instructing Hardee with his corps and
the Georgia militia to hold the Atlanta
works, lie ordered Lee to move out his
three divisions to the Lick Skillet road,
where, near Ezra Church, he would iind
CoL Jackson's cavalry. Lee was first
to drive back our forces, just reported
to be in possession of points on that
road.

He also instructed Stewart to proceed
with two divisions (Walthall's and Lor-ing'- s)

of his corps to follow up Lee and
mass his troop3 near the place in the
works where the Lick Skillet road left
the city. Stewart, with a clear road, was
tobe there the morning of the 29th, to
pass beyond Lee,

GAIK GKOUXD, AND ATTACK,

as far as possible, bej-on- d my right flank.
Probably the movement of Stewart, fol-

lowed up by his remaining division
(French's), had all gone well with Lee,
would have been made in the night of
the 28th. The roads were favorable to
this grand flank movement.

Lieut-Ge- n. Lee, always prompt and
energetic, proceeded at once, for there
was no time to lose, if he wished to catch
us in motion, to carry out the clear in-

structions of his chief. He appears to
liave moved out by the" Bell's Ferry
road. "When near the Poorhouse be
saw that some portion of the Yankee
force was not far north of the Lick
Skillet road, and that their outposts al-

ready had that road in possession. After
a brief personal reconnoissance he sent
off Jackson's cavalry to watch our
Morgan's Division and my right, if per-
chance he could find that flank.

Brown's Division was in advance, and
he formed his lines on the left of the
Bell's Ferry road, facing substantially
north. Brown had three brigades,
reckoning from the road in order
named Johnston's, Sharp's and Brent-ley'- s,

with jtfanigault in reserve in the
rear.

Clayton's Division had come up after
Brown's, and turned off to the right and
formed with his left flank at the road,
etretching out eastward with two bri-
gades, Gibson's and Holtzclaw's. The
latter extended his skirmishers farther
off to the right until they connected
with the Atlanta works. Thi3 line was
supported by Baker's Brigade in reserve.
The length of the whole line, five de-

ployed brigades, was certainly as great
as that of Logan's two divisions on the
crest of the wooded ridge over there in
their front, but not yet in sight.

Lee on the spot ordered Brown to
" attack and drive the enemy " (Logan's
outposts and skirmishers) "to Ezra
Church, and hold that position." Brown
instantly gave the order, and his lines
moved forward. Ho

ENCOUNTERED FIEST OUR SKIEMISHERS,
and a little beyond their supporting
reserves. These he drove rapidly, as he
says, back for some distance " behind in-

trenchments."
Brown's account is a little confused

after that He avers that it was diff-
icult to tell where those intrenchments
were, on account of the density of the
forest He means by " intrenchments "
our small piles of rails and logs. He is
of the opinion that many points of
iLogan's works were carried at the first
onslaught, but that by rapid reinforce-onef- lt

we recovered those points, and
tnen. he remarks that under this im--
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mensely superior force "my troops were
driven with great slaughter from thorn."

Brown's combat was evidently a hard
one. His right brigade commander, John-
ston, was disabled by wounds. Johnston's
successor (Coltart) was son after wound-

ed, and Col. Hart had hardly taken his
place when he was struck, and a Lieutena-

nt-Colonel (Toulmin) took the rem-

nants of the brigade. Brown rushed
iorward his reserve brigade to replace
that one, but found the behavior of his
men too bad for remedy. His words are
extraordinary:

" Its demoralization was so great it
could not be made effective." His left
brigade (Brantley's) was outflanked and
compelled to retire. Brown now rallied
his division, and formed the lines on a
favoring ridge. He charged again, with
the same disastrous results. Brown then
waited near the Lick Skillet road for

HOLLY mtlNf fSt

"Walthall's Division ; for Stewart's Corps,
upon news of Brown's failure, not wait-
ing for the great flank movement, had
hastened to the field to reinforce Lee's
command, so hotly engaged.

As soon as relieved, Brown's "Division

passed to the right and rear of Clayton,
for his support Examining Clayton's
work we find that he claimed even less
results than Brown. Gibson's Brigades
being ordered forward before he was
ready, by one of Lee's staff officers,
" soon struck the enemy, whose skirmish-
ers, with the line supporting them, were
promptly driven back on the main line."
Holtzclaw's Brigade ha.tened up on
Gibson's right Just then Brown's troops
had

GONE BACK IN CONFUSION.

Clayton then brought forward his ro-serv- es,

and pushed them in with his
front line. His leading brigade ran
against a salient in our works, and was

Tery soon repulsed. As the troops came
into action in succession, having a little
farther to march, each brigade made its
own attack. Clayton declares that the
last two "fought with gallantry, and lost
one-lia- lf of their original numbers."
Clavton, like Brown, also reformed near
the Lick Skillet road the shattered rem-- !

nanls of Jiis command, and reported the
facts to Lee.

Stewart brought forward his two di-

visions, "Walthall's and Loring's, arriv- -
' ing after the action already described.
He formed to the left of Lee, Walthall
in advance. He organized two brigade"
fronts, Reynolds's on the right and Can-by- 's

on the left, keeping Quarles's Bri-
gade in rear to watch his left flank.
The protection of his right was trusted
to Lee's command. He moved to the
attack at 2 p. m. Speaking of us, his
enemy, Walthall says: "I found him in
strong position and large force on a hill
a short distance in front, and failed to
dislodge him after a vigorous and per-
sistent effort, in which I lost 152 officers
and nearhr a thousand men consider-
ably over one-thir- d my force. Quarles
was then brought forward to repeat the
operation. He made a bold and bloody
assault, but his command was checketf
by the strong force in its front and the
unopposed troops which lapped his left
and poured into it a damaging flank
fire."

"Walthall, an experienced soldier, in-

troduces a remark which speaks for it-

self: " If it had been possible for the
daring of officers and the

DESPERATE FIGHTING.

of the men to have overcome such num
bers and strength of position as we en-

countered that day all along my whole
line, the enemy must have been beaten ;

but double the force couid not have ac-
complished what my division was or-
dered to undertake."

During this attack Lieut-Ge- n. Slew-a- rt

was wounded and "Walthall re-

placed him. In their accounts, which,
of course, were more from judgment
than information, the Confederate offi-

cers exaggerated the numbers opposed to
them. For example, Gen. Brown said at
the time there were four corps against
them, and Gen. Lee declared that there
were two. The Confederates could
hardly then have had prisoners from
the eight regiments which were sent
from other parts of my line to assist
Logan's Corps.

The story of the battle is already
nearly told. But to turn to our own
points of view, when the fearful Con- -
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federate shouts, so strong and confident,
reached our ears, every man along the
exposed front was warned to be ready.
Those on the front line carefully knelt
behind their slight defenses, or lay prone
upon the ground with rifle in hand, gaz-

ing steadily through the forest toward
the ominoii3 sound.

Field and company officers gave a
warning note : " Take steady aim, and
fire low at the word 1 " After a few
minutes of waiting the men on the ridge
caught glimpses of the approaching
Confederates tramping steadily and
rapidly through the underbrush.

Next, without any record of orders
given, the fire-at-wi- ll began. At the
first, only two or three heavy guns took
any part, so that the roar came increas-
ing and diminishing from rapid rifle
nnng. Jhe Confederates used some
cannon limbs of trees were broken and

Atlanta and Vicinity.
fell ; a few frightened men, as always,
sprang away and ran toward the rear.
There was more giving way on our ex-

treme right
Logan became greatly animated, and

rushed first for all stragglers, and with
drawn saber, and assisted by his officers,
drove them back to their commands.

On-th- e skirmish-lin- e opposite our exr
treme right Maj. Chas. Hipp, with the
37th Ohio, aided by another regiment
had prepared

A LOG HOUSE FOR DEFENSE,

and thrown out his skirmishers right and
left. To the left of him, on lower
ground, Col. "W. S. Jones had two other
regiments, with a section of artillery, in
support of skirmishers and as an adva-

nce-guard.

The first warning to Maj. Hipp was
heavy firing to his left. - He wjis evi-

dently beyond Brown's Division proper,
westward, though not beyond the Con-

federate skirmish-line- . iNext, a shot
penetrated his breast ; Etill, he remained
at his post. "When they came near
enough Hipp's regiments opened fire
Again he was shot, this time through
the left arm, causing him to fall from
his horse.

Serg't Torgler, who brought him off
the field, received for it a medal of
honor. The Adjutant, Lambert, acting
for the Major, brought the regiment,
fighting its way, without los3 of order,
all the way back to our main line. Col.
Jones also succeeded in retiring his com-
mand to his proper front It was doubt-
less such temporary covers as these out-

side regiments had had which caused
Confederate Brown and others to think
that they had driven back our men from
a main line of works.

In my first report, concerning troops
called by me from Dodge and Blair, I
used these words:

" Four regiments were sent at once,
but before their arrival the first shock
had passed, the enemy being driven back
at every point except perhaps on the ex-

treme right, where there was scarcely
more than a skirmish-lin- e to resist him.
As soon as possible Capt Gilbreth, of
ray staff, led up two regiments to pro-

long the right." Two others, led by

Ezra Cnuncn.
my Inspector-Genera- l, Strong, soon fol-

lowed to the same point
Early in the action, remembering

some
remarkable experiences

on other fields, I thought I would make
assurance doubly sure. So. I caused to
be arranged ready for action 26 pieces
of artillery, whose fire swept all the
ground beyond Logan's right. Gen.
Logan was mistaken iu reporting that
there was no artillery in use on our side,
though but a few pieces were fired along
his front, and the repulses one after
another from the beginning of Brown's
attack to the closing of "Walthall's were
made by riflemen mainly.

s

whor to torn itte torftte, nutl to Ttijtf uMow anfl ntptimtf."'

The two regiments brought by Col
Strong were armed with breech-loadin- g

rifles. The Confederates at that point
liad kept bravely on. 'Some were tramp-
ing the rail piles ; a few had passed them
when those repeating arms began their
work. The Confederate soldiers fell
there ; but few escaped death or wounds.
Our artillery near my Headquarters,
which, could sweep a quarter of a circle,
was actively engaged at this time in
clearing the ground beyond those rein-

forcements.
Knowing Gen. Sherman's desire for

Morgan's Division to come in on ray
right, something as Blucher did on
"Wellington's left at "Waterloo, I sent, in
the middle of the afternoon, to Gen.
Sherman word about the situation.

Furthermore, as the contest was pro-

longed, and I had Dodge and Blair tied
up by the Atlanta works, which occupied

them, I feared that. Logan's men might
get too weary. Sobefbre night, I sent
Lieut-Co- l. C. H. Howard, of my staff,
to Sherman for a brigade, which he sent
at once, but it did not arrive until after
the action was over. Permit me to re-

peat some expressions "jvhich close my
report: , t

' Ihis was my nrstjbattle after taking
command of the ArfnV of the Tennessee,
and I was delighted with the conduct of
officers and men. Maj.-Ge- n. Logan was
spirited and energetic,- - going at once to
the point where he apprehended the
slightest danger of the enemy's success.
Hi3 decision and resolution nnimated
and encouraged his officers and men to

! hold on at all hazards. He says :

' Brig.-Gen- s. "Woods, M. L. Smith, and
Harrow, division commanders, are enti-
tled to equal credit for gallant conduct
and skill in repelling the many and des-

perate assaults of the enemy. My losses
were 50 killed, 439 wounded, 73 miss-

ing ; aggregate, 5G2.' "
The number of Confederate slain left

in our front was greater than our entire
loss 642, as at first reported. We
captured five battle-flag- s, 1,500 mus-
kets, and many prisoners. After that
battle of Ezra Church Hood confined
himself to the defensive as long as we
were in the neighborhood of Atlanta.

-- .That evening my ambition stimulated
me to put in fresh troops in order to
sweep the field and make a

HOLD AND STRONG

effort to capture Atlanta; but Logan's
men were very tired. Blair's and
Dodge's men had been on the qui vive
all day within the reach of the enemy's
cannonade, constantly kept up, and
Morgan's Division had not succeeded in
driving back-Confeder-ate Jackson's cav-

alry ; therefore, my cooler judgment said
let well enough alone.

After I had gone along the front lines
and said what I could in appreciation
of the wonderful defense made by our
gallant soldiers, I simply ordered Logan
to double his skirmish-line- s and press
them beyond us as fix out as practica-
ble, and then give to the commands rest
and quiet for the night

Under cover of the darkness Lee
withdrew from my front, after giving us
a slight show of life through the firing
of his artillery and infantry roar-guar- d.

Then he hastened within the protection
of the strong forts of ktlanta.

The letter which I wrote that day
from the field of battle was as follows :

Maj.-Oo- n. W. T. Shrbmah, Commanding Mili-
tary Division of tbo Mississippi.
General: Tlio corps of Hood attacked ua

to-dn- y at 11:30 a. m. on tlio right of my lino,
mainly opposite tlio Fifteenth Corps, with lines
extending beyond myrfglit flunk. The

woro portinnciously kept np for four
hours, with senrccly nuy intermission, and wcro
invnriably ropulsod. TIjo enemy's dead lio
thickly on our front. Wd took sovoral stands
of colors and quito a number of prisoners.
Gen. Logan boro the hru'nt of the battle, and
hia command acquitted Itsolf nobly. Gqns.
Blair and Dodge weakened thoir lines to the
lowost limits in order to extend his flank and
roinforco him at any point. Our casualties nro
Binall, owing to the fact that wo had just cov-

ered ourselves with rough barricades. Some
of Tolk'a Stowart'B conimaud was engaged
in tho lust assaults, j will niako a moro spe-
cific report a3 soon asj! can got tho requisite-return-s

from tho different commands.
' Very respectfully, your obedient sorvanr,

O. O. Howabd, Major-Gonora- l.

There is one leitor that I find in the
public records whioh I have never seen
till now. I shall prifce it as I do the
" thanks of Congress." It is from Sher-

man, addressed to Schofield tho evening
of that memorable day. It reads :

" Gen. Howard's conduct to-da- y had

an excellent effect on his command.

After the firing had ceased he walked
the line, and tho men gathered about
him in tho most affectionate manner,
and he at once gained their hearts and
confidence. I deem this a perfect res-

toration to confidence in themselves and
tho leader of that army."

It was my intention when I began
this monograph to give more in detail
the work of the divisions of Morgan L.
Smith, Harrow, and Charles E. "Woods,

including their several most worthy bri-

gade commanders; to show this work in
something the same way as I did in the
battle of Atlanta ; but I now find that
that will cause too much extension.
The Confederate accounts themselves
magnify the foresight, courage, and per-

sistency of those division commanders.
(7b be co nlinued.)

m

NOONDAY CHURCH.
Relative to tho Tart Taken at Command of

Gen. Lecsott by Kattory II, 1st 3IIch. Art.
Editor National Thibcte: In the

matter of the cavalry battle known as Noon-
day Chnrch, or Noonday Creek, near Kene-sa- w

Mountain, Gn., Juno 20, 1864, Gen.
Howard, in hia monograph, of Jan. 10, casu-

ally states tho part borne in this conflict by
some of the a'rtillery of the Seventeenth
Corpn, then ocenpying the left of the lino
investing the rebel works on and about the
Kenesaw. To this statement of Gen. How-
ard exceptions nre taken by the commander
of the Federal cavalry in a long article, Jan.
31, who vehemently asserts to the contrary,
and which only goes to show how easy it is
to bo mistaken.

The writer of this article, with the ntmost
respect and consideration for the authors of
the conflicting statements, begs to mention
the following facta that occur to him:

From April 1, 1864, until the close of the
Atlanta and also Hood's Tennessee cam-
paign in December, the writer was Captain
and commander of the 8th Mich, battery,
and eerved with the same in the field. This
battery was attached to and was a part of
the Third Division (Leggett's), Seventeenth
Corpa (Blair's), and, coming direct from the
Big Blnck expedition in the Spring of 1864,
reached the army under Gen. Sherman on
June 8, and from thenceforward until tho
capture of Atlanta participated daily in the
active operations of the campaign.

From about the 13th of June until after
the assault on Kenesaw, the Seventeenth
Corps was on the left of the Federal line of
investment, and. Leggott's Division (the
Third) was tho extreme left of the corps.
This disposition brought us (the Third Di-

vision) next to the cavalry, who were as
nsnal caring for the flank.

Early on the morning of the 20th of June,
the writer received verbal orders from the
Division Chief of Artillery to be in readiness
to accompany tbe brigade of Gen. Force on
a reconnaissance or flanking movement to
the left; and in conformity theroto the bat-
tery moved out. in connection with the bri-

gade about 1 o'clock p. m., taking a north-
easterly course, seemingly parallel with the
enemy's line and a sort of prolongation of
our own.

The command moved some four or five
miles, with frequent skirmishing in front
and flank, until my battery and a portion
of the infnntry were halted on an eminence
commanding considerable scope of country,
and we were witnesses to considerable of an
engagement between a portion of our in-fan- iry

brigade ami the Confederate line to
the right of out line of march.

I was soon ordered into action and vigor-
ously shelled the enemy buck into their
lines, after which we limbered up and moved
in column back up the hill, awaiting orders.
Soon after oar attention was attracted by
lively firing away to our left, and soon suc
cessive lines of our cavalry were developed
apparently in close action with the enemy,
and we could readily distinguish the cheera
of the combatants, as well as their rattling
volleys; but to my immediate vision from
the position occupied we could only esti-
mate the position of most of the troops en-

gaged, and paritcularly that of the Confed-
erates, who were beyond and among heavy
timber, although to some of the officers of
our command they were in Bight.

Gen. Leggott in person at this time was
on the field and an interested spectator, and
at hia suggestion wo promptly went into
battery action front and commenced throw-
ing shell over and into the timber which
concealed the rebels from onrview. We
fired from full battery single shots from
right to left successively, with an interval
of perhaps three seconds, and with the regu-
larity of the tolling of a bell; fired fuse shell
cut to about 1,800 yards, and we could dis-
tinguish their explosions with equal regu-
larity until we received orders to cease firing.
I was advised then by some of our officers
that occupied position overlooking the enemy
that our shells did execution, and have
since, in conversation with some of the cav-

alry that day engaged, learned that our en-

deavors to "hit a head where we conld see
it" was annreciated.

From this circumstance, without doubt,
comes the information that Gen. Howard
writes. It is presumable that the reports of
Gens. Leggett nnd Force of that day's trans-
action would mention the occurrence.

As tho Federal cavalry commander writes,
"Leggett's Divisiou was several miles to my
right," but that brigade under Force had
cove'red five miles of that distance, evidently
unknown to Gen. Minty at the time, and
were within striking distance for some little
time.

In conclusion, tho writer of this article is
not putting in any claims for glory in con-

nection with this cavalry combat. "We take
"ours" with the Army of the Tennessee,
thank you. "Wo did burst a few of our
shells that day over the heads and among
your enemies, nnd accounted for them (the
shell, not the enemies) to the Chief of Ord-
nance a8 ,; expended in action." Gen. O. O.
Howard was once the commander of tho
Army of the Tennessee, and what he says
"goes." Marcus D. Elliott, Captain, Bat-
tery H, 1st Mich. Art., Holly, Mich.

HE VOLUNTEERED.
Then Crossed tho Chattahoochee In a Pon-

toon.

Editor National Tribune : In a re-

cent issue, in one of Q. O. Howard's accounts
of movements during the Atlanta Campaign,
I noticed where and how Schofield crossed
the Chattahoochee, and I remembered that
I belonged to Schofield's command, nnd par-

ticipated in that crossing; in fact, was an
early cro3aer, and all owing to my fool habit
of volunteering, which always got me into
places that I wished I wasn't in.

On the morning of July 9, 1864, we had
been advancing slowly until about 10 a. ra.,
when wo halted in the woods, alongside an
old road, and remained standing in line-o- f
battle, not knowing what might be ahead
of us in the Woods. Oar Lieutenant-Col- o

I
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nel (Benjamin F. Orcutt) rode on ahead.
He was commanding tbe regiment, and
presently carao riding slowly back, and did
not stop until he got up to the center of the
line. Then ho looked up and down tho line
for a few minutes. Finally, ho said :

"Boys. I want some volunteers who can
row boats."

Now, that jnst suited me, for I had been
raised near Lake Michigan and upon the
St. Jpe River, and had an idea that I could
row a boat with any of the boys. I stepped
to the front, and was immediately accom-
panied by another Sergeant, named Ben
(I have forgotten his name), from Co. G, and
in a minute or two enough had volunteered,
and Lient. B. F. Travis, of Co. E, was placed
in command of the sqnad.

The first order was to leave everything
except our clothes on us. Ben and I were
at the head of tho column. In a few min-
utes we reached a creek named Soap Creek,
nnd along the bank, standing in a row on
the edges, were a number of canvas pontoons,
and immediately in their rear was the 16th
Ky., commnnded by Lieut-Co- l. Hobson, I
think. Soon as we got there we were told-o- ff

in twos, and every two were to man a boat.
Ben aud myself got the first boat, and
someone said "Lanch the boats," and they
went into the water. As soon as our boat
got straight in the water as many as could
stand np in it of the 16th Ky. piled in with
the Lientenant-Colone- l, when Ben and I
commenced pulling on the cars. Everything
wentalongsmootbly forafew minutes, when
I looked back of me to see where and how
we were going. I saw a river, and upon the
bank next us above and below the mouth of
the creek was a line-of-batt- le stretched, all
standing and looking over the water toward
the far bank. I then and there told Bn
that we were in for it.

So soon a3 the nose of our pontoon com-
menced passing in to the river the entire
line-of-batt- le along our bank opened np,
firing toward the other side, and the other
side opened with a small battery, shoot-
ing toward the mouth of that creek. I saw
grapeshot skipping and jumping around on
tho water hunting someone to hit. "We
were pulling for the Bhore opposite hard as
we conld and the Lientenant-Colon- el in the
pontoon was ordering us to pall harder and
just dancing around and hallooing. "When
we got almost over we saw that we could
wade. Ben jumped in first and then I.
The water was about waist deep. "We could
get foothold and push better than to row.

"When our pontoon was within two or
three yards of the bank I saw that the next
boat was getting .away from the boys rowing
and was starting down the river, and a3 our
boat, was out of the current I started back
to help them. Then I did get a blessing
from the Lientenant-Colon- el for leaving his
boat, so I came back to his craft, and about
that time the pontoon hit the bank nnd
the troop3 were getting out and starting up
the hill.

They went right up and captured the bat-
tery and the few men manning it, and we
had made a crossing of the Chattahoochee
Eiver and was firmly planted on the bank
next Atlanta. "We continued to carry over
troops for a short time. Then the pontoon
men took charge and commenced building a
pontoon-bridg- e.

Onr regiment crossed the next morning.
I did not get back to my regiment until
after dark that night, tired, hungry and wet;
found nothing to eat, and lay down to sleep
Mb UUIC.

Of the men mentioned Lieut.-Co- l. Orcutt

k
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Captuee of
stayed, and went home with the regiment
the latter partof June, 1865 ; was elected
SherifT of Kalamazoo County ; was shot and
killed one night by some criminals who
were escaping. Lieut. B. F. Travis is yet
alive, living at Climax, Mich., and i3 writing
a history of the regiment. My partner Ben
I have never heard of nor seen since we
were mustered out at Jackson, Mich., and
disbanded early in June, 1865. L. C.

Lekds, Sergeant, Co. C, 25th Mich., Dallas,
Tex.
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THE LITTIiE BROWN BUTTON.

BT ELDER E. O. BHARPE.

Let the cay world of fashion with dash and with
plendor

Enchain other's fancy topon nnd to tongae.
My thoughts turn in sweetnesa to our Nation de-

fender.
Who merits the erntidost brnvuros of sonjr J

And the symbol of valor thnt claims my attention
Whero banners nnd standards in festival float,
la tho Little Brown Button with meek Interven-

tion,
Which sets In its pride on the old soldier's coat.

Tho lackeys .of fortune, tho tlunkeya of princes,
Ara bravely arrayed in their glitter nnd gilt
With rows of bright buttons in brazen pretenses
Thoir pomp nnd their honor will suddenly wilt;
There nro badges of credit for song and for story.
Bestowed on some favorite whoso name is of note,
But tho badgo that Is noblest nnd fullest of glory
la tho Little Brown Button on the old soldier's

ooat.

Could it speak with tho voice of God's trumpet
angel

'Twould raise from tho dead all tho heroes that
fell

For tho sake of our flag, fair freedom's ovangel.
And cause them their various deoda to retell;
They sleep In the swamp, In tho field nnd on

mountain.
No moro to awako at tho bugle's bright noto.
But their whispers now mingle in memory's

fountain;
"Bevore tho Brown Button on the old soldier's

coat."

By tho rivers of blood that rushed In their scarlet
From tho veins of tbo patriots who faced tbo foo.
From the graves of the boys that nightly aro star

Wo never can cancel the debt that we owe;
To the bluo-coatc- d privato that slopt by the road-

side,
Till waked by the rain of tho enemy's gnns.
And back at them cams with a death-dealin- g

broadside,
That saved the old flag to his dear little ones.

Wo declare now, by all that Is holy nnd chorlshcd.
That this land which wns purchased with ransom

so dear.
Must then have gone down and forever navo por- -

fahed,
And shall wa not grant them the drop of a tear 7

Yo pilgrims! that followed with Grant or with
Sherman,

Your famo and your honor, your sons will pro-

mote,
And count as a lesson In life's noble sormon
The LHUo Brown Button you wear on your coa.

iaJAAHfeWSt. Vijjt&i 1 mM jf tdiir - JStf' C,. i,' di.. , .jtv V . - -, &.itjt ms. &&&.$;' - Jt-;V-v- .. w ... ,'A"t L W2-- . .. .

r f

S
jlM Ll

. 'j9.
fl- - "y

CTW ' J1 v

fl S U-

22-W- HOLE

FROM BRITAIN'S DOCKS,

Career of the Rebel Ram At-

lanta.

HER CONVERSION

High Hopes Entertained of He
Prowess.

HER SURRENDER.

Weehawken and Nahant Causa
a Distressing Blow to

the Confederacy.

Y WAT. SIMMONS, PHILADELPHIA, PA.

MONG THE
Confederate naval
authorities no event
of the civil war pro
dticed such aurpris
and indignation aa
did the surrender of

Em the ram Atlanta fa
"VV arsawSoundjGa,,
on Juno 12, 1863,
by Capt. TVni. A,
"Webb, to the TJ. a
monitors Weehaw-
ken and Nahant.

The Atlanta waa
formerly the Britisi
steamer Fingal,

built on the Clyde, and purchased for
the Confederacy in September, 1861, by
Capt. Jame3 J). Bulloch, who, during
the war, was the purchasing agent for
the Confederates in Europe. In tha
alterations of the vessel for the purpose
of a ram a large sum of money had been
expended, and consequently from it great
results were expected.

The Fingal was a new steamer, capable
of making at least 13 knots, and was
remarkable on account of being the first
steamer to run the blockade with sup-

plies for the Confederate Government,
and her cargo of military suppliea waa
valuable enough to warrant her in taking
the most perilous risks. In speaking of
her, Capt. Bulloch, in the " Secret Serv-

ice of the Confederacy," saya :

"No single ship ever ran the blockade
with a cargo composed so entirely of
military and naval supplies, aid thji
pressing need of them made it necessary
to use every possible effort to get her
into port."

On the 8th of October, 1861, the Eh

the Atlanta.
gal sailed under British colors from
Greenock, Scotland, calling at Holyhead,
England, where Capt. Bulloch joined
her. The vessel reached Bermuda Nov.
2, 1861, where she received a pilot for
the Southern coast, but cleared port for
Havana, Cuba. The crew, being British
subjects, were called on the quarter deck,
where Capt. Bulloch informed them thafc

his intentions were to run the blockade,
and offered to put into .Nassau if any of
them objected to continue with the ship.
They unanimously consented to go on
with the voyage.

He then informed them that although
the Pinjral

STILL FLEW THE BRITISH FLAG,

he had her bill of sale in his pocket, and
was empowered at any moment to take
her in behalf of the Confederate Havvr
Department. Two guns were then hoisjea
out of her hold and mounted in ihe for-

ward gangways. Howitzers were put,
into position on the quarter deck and
small-arm- s distributed to the crew.

Capt. Bulloch, watching a favorahla
opportunity, successfully ran the block-

ade and entered Savannah, Ga., on Nor.
12, 1861. As soon as the cargo waa
landed he reloaded with cotton on ac-

count of the Confederate Government,
which he was ordered to take to Europe
and dispose of to the best advantage,
after which he was to turn the vessel
over to Capt. G. F. Sinclair, C. S. N.,
who was to go over with him to Eng-
land.

On Dec. 20 the Fingal attempted to
go to sea, but found it impossible to do
so, on account of the fact that the Union
forces had occupied Tybee Island, thus
enabling a more strict enforcement of
the blockade of Savannah. Another
attempt was made to escape to sea gjx

Dec. 23, and still another about the
middle of January. Finding escape
impossible with the Eingal, Bulloch
turned the command of the vessel over
to Capt. Sinclair and went to Europe
via Cape Fear route from "Wilmington,
N. a

Available no longer ns a cruiser or
blockade runner, the Fingal waa un--


